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‘POTENTIAL MUST BE HARNESSED FORAGRI, HEALTH’

HUL chairman: Al challenges
traditional notions of literacy

NARAYANAN V
Chennai, February 14

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(Al) has changed the way peo-
ple participate in society and
overturned century-old
assumptions that literacy is
the foundation for progress
and opportunity, said Nitin
Paranjpe, chairman of Hin-
dustan Unilever (HUL).

He described Al as driving
a“silent revolution”in which,
for the first time, access to
knowledge need not begin
with text but can take place
through voice.

“For the first time, you
don’t need to read and write
inordertobeable toask ques-
tions orlearn a skill,” Paranjpe
said while delivering the lec-
ture on ‘Artificial Intelligence
for Aam Aadmi’ at the 44th
Palkhivala Memorial Lecture
in Chennai on Saturday.

The Chairman of the coun-
try’s largest consumer goods

NITIN PARANJPE, CHAIRMAN, HINDUSTAN UNILEVER

For the first time, you don’t need to read
and write in order to be able to ask

maker said the convergence of
conversational Alwith Indian
languages is beginning to
redefine and challenge the
very meaning of literacy.

He cited real-life examples
of farmers in Maharashtra
leveraging MahaVistaar,an Al-
based advisory platform, to
interact in regional languages
forneedsranging from optimal

questions or learn a sKkill

In the end, it’s not the AI that
will threaten livelihood and
jobs but the exclusion of AI
that will threaten livelihood

'_ and jobs

crop practices, season for culti-
vation and other agricultural
requirements. “It’s showing
great results,” Paranjpe said,
highlighting that the Union
Budget 2026 has expanded
this initiative across the coun-
try with the announcement of
Bharat Vistaar.

AI, he observed, has
sparked two sharply contrast-

Jio joins hands with global
firms for tech alliance

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 14

A SET OF like-minded global
firms in the area of connectiv-
ity to cloud infrastructure to
semiconductors to software
and AI, that includes Jio Plat-
forms and Anthropic, have
joined hands to form a Trusted
Tech Alliance (TTA),ajoint state-
ment said.
Thealliancewaslaunched at
the Munich Security Confer-
encewith 15 firms from Africa,
Asia, Europe, and North Amer-
ica coming together to work
across borders,and based on a
shared set of principlses for a
trusted technology stack.
These principles are
designed to ensure that,
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DRIVING TECH

.

M Responding to tech
changes, customers are
seeking greater reliability
across tech providers

M 15 companies
including Jio join
hands at Munich

regardless of a supplier’s
nationality, companies in this
Alliancewilladhere tocommon
commitments of transparency,

security and data protection
which build trust and pass on
the benefits of technology to
people across the globe.

In response to an unprece-
dented pace of technological
change and an increasingly
complex environment, coun-
triesand customersare seeking
greaterreliabilityand resilience
across tech providers and the
services they deliver.

At the same time, there is
continued scepticism about
digital technologies and their
potential negative impact on
individuals and societies.

In this environment, it is
critical that firms from across
the tech stack come togetherto
address these concerns, the
statement said.
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ing emotions of awe and anx-
iety. He said while AI systems
can compose poetry,help cure
rare diseases, and do large
scale tasks they can simulta-
neously displace thousands of
jobs, concentrate power and
spread falsehood. “That is the
Al paradox,” he said.

Paranjpe emphasised that
Al’s potential must be har-
nessed for broader public
good in areas like agriculture,
healthcare, legal access and
targeted wealth distribution.

Unlike many other
nations, Paranjpe argued,
India’s Al ambition should
be firmly centred on voice-
over-text, local languages
over English, and large-scale
skill and capability building
that begins early and reaches
widely.

“In the end, it’s not the Al
that will threaten livelihood
and jobs but the exclusion of
Al that will threaten liveli-
hood and jobs”, he said.

Manappuram Finance gets RBI
nod for Bain Capital ]omt control

NARAYANAN V
Chennai, February 14

MANAPPURAMFINANCE HAS
received the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) final approval for
the proposed acquisition of joint
controland 41.66% sharehold-
ing in the company’s paid-up
equity capital and convertible
instruments by Bain Capital.

In March 2025, Bain Capital,
through its affiliates BC Asia
Investments XXV and BC Asia
Investments XIV, had commit-
ted toinvestabout 34,385 crore
toacquirean 18%stakeatI236
per share. The transaction also
triggered a mandatory open
offer to purchase an additional
26% stake from public share-
holders at ¥236 per share. Bain
Capital’s stake post-investment
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' Goyal: India-US |

interim trade
pact to cover
energy needs

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mumbai, February 14

UNION MINISTER PIYUSH
Goyal on Saturday said the
interim trade agreement
reachedbetween the Centreand
the US will include India’s
energyrequirementsandwould
help it secure crude oil at more
competitive prices. Speaking to
reporters here,the Commerce
and Industry Minister said that
India and the US have agreed to
work towards increasing the
annual trade between the two
countries to $500 billion by
2030, and the government is
working to achieve this target.

He said the proposed $500
billion trade would include
India's energy requirements,
such as crude 0il, LNG and LPG.

“Indiaisthefastest-growing
large economyin theworld,and
its energy demand is rising by
around 7% annually.Increasing
imports and having more sup-
pliers would help India secure
crude oil at more competitive
prices,” Goyal said.

In March 2025, Bain
Capital had committed to
invest about 4,385 crore
to acquire an 18% stake at

%236 per share

will range between 18% and
41.7% on a fully diluted basis,
including shares to be issued
upon exercise of warrants. The
existing promoters will hold
28.9% post-investment on a
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FM: India climate action
funding is 5.6% of GDP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, February 14 NIRMALA SITHARAMAN,

FINANCE MINISTER

FINANCE MINISTER NIR-
MALA Sitharaman on Saturday
said India has hiked spending
onclimateactioninthelastsix
years to 5.6% of GDP,demon-
strating the country's pursuit
of meeting nationally deter-
mined goals on curbing carbon
emission. Participating in a
paneldiscussion at the Munich
Security Conference, she said
India has increased its com-
mitment to climate action.
“Six years ago, we were
spending approximately - commitments in the
3.7% of our GDP on cli- ~_ renewable sector
mate action. Today, k-
that figureis close to '
5.6%. We have
invested the funds.
We are not waiting |
for financing and
technology to come "%
from elsewherebut they

Technologies will
have to talk to
each other. No one
can say they’ve
created a perfect
system to counter
climate concerns

M India has achieved
two-thirds of its
nationally determined

. tinue to invest in
renewable energy,
| and we
~ have been steadily
. building on that
commitment.

must come,’ she said. \ Carbon capture

She further _ strategies
said  that ¥ - have
India = been
will con-

A5

fully diluted basis.

“With Bain Capital coming
on board as a joint controlling
shareholder, we are well-posi-
tioned to accelerate growth in
our core segments, invest fur-
ther in technology and risk
management capabilities,and
buildaprofessionallymanaged,
future-ready financial services
company, said VPNandakumar,
MD & CEO, Manappuram
Finance,in a statement.

Bain Capitalwill be classified
as a promoter of Manappuram
Finance and will jointly control
the gold loan NBFC along with
the existing promoters. The
board will be reconstituted to
include nominee directors of
Bain Capital, in line with the
transaction agreements, the
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funded in the Union Budget
2026-27 so that they can be
implemented across the coun-
try, she said, adding that they
are being incentivised.

Furthermore,shesaid,India
has achieved two-thirds of its
nationally determined com-
mitmentsinthe renewable sec-
tor and that too four years
ahead of the target date. Mak-
ingacasefordifferentiated cost
of climate action, Sitharaman
said,countrywhichareless pol-
luting should contribute less
towards climate action.

“As much attention as we
give toemission control,we need
tolook at resilience and adapta-
tion. Otherwise, you're going to
sacrifice a lot. Technologies will
havetotalktoeachother.Noone
can say they’ve created a perfect
system to counter climate con-
cerns, she said.

And it can't be that coun-
tries which have contributed
less to emissions are made to
pay equally, she said, adding
that bearing the cost of cli-
mate action will need differ-
entiated treatment.

® 1047

MBA

Admission under International Category
(PIO/OCI/NRI/Foreign Nationals)

I S—
Admission under GMAT Category

MBA

(Media & Entertainment)
Two Year on Campus Non-Residential
{Indian & Foreign Nationals)

One-Year Post Graduate Programme in
Creative Leadership for Performing Arts
({Indian & Foreign Nationals)

Ph.D. Programme &
Executive Ph.D. Programme
For further details, please visit:
www.iimmumbai.ac.in/admissions-2026
admissions@iimmumbai.ac.in
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EASY TRIP PLANNERS LIMITED

Registered Office: Building No. - 223, Patparganj Industrial

Statement of Standalone
and consolidated financial results

for the quarter ended on 31 December 2025
[Regulation 33 read with Regulation 47(1)(b)

of the SEBI(LODR)Regulations,2015]

The Board of Directors of the Company at its meeting held on February

14, 2026 inter-alia considered and approved the Unaudited Financial

Results of the Company (Standalone and Consolidated) for the quarter

ended December 31, 2025.
("Financial Results")

The Financial Results along with the Limited Review Report, have been

disseminated on the Company’s website at

https://www.easemytrip.com/investor-pdf/2025/Q3-FY-2025-26.pdf

Over 30 Million+
Happy Customers

and can be accessed by scanning the QR Code.

By Order of the Board
For Easy Trip Planners Limited

Name: Priyanka Tiwari

Designation: Group Company Secretary
and Chief Compliance Officer
Membership No.: A50412

Place : New Delhi
Date : February 14, 2026

New Delhi
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